Slight decrease in bicycle use nice policy result!

MuConsult analysed on behalf of Adviesdienst Verkeer en Vervoer in 2001 recent developments in bicycle use and provided possible explanations: Monitoring fietsbeleid 1996-1999 (AVV, Rotterdam, May 2001). The research concerned the impact on bicycle use of a large number of autonomous social developments. The outcome is that over the period 1991-1998 five types of autonomous developments each had a negative impact on bicycle use:

	Autonomous social developments
	effect on average number of bicycle transfers per person

	age distribution population (ageing)
	 - 0.9%

	economic development
	 - 1.0%

	individualisation 
	 - 0.8%

	increase in car ownership
	 - 2.7%

	changing distribution population over towns and villages
	 - 0.2%

	total
	 - 5.6%


On the basis of autonomous developments the number of bicycle transfers per person should have fallen by 5,6%  overall over the period 1991-1998. The actual average number of bicycle transfers per person fell by a mere 2%. So obviously something occurred to positively affect bicycle use as well. It is hard to discover exactly what this was, but it is likely something to do with the policies pursued. By no means was this bicycle policy only, but rather overall traffic policy. Or even the changing competitiveness between transport modalities, ‘caused’ by conscious or subconscious policy choices (since no policy is a policy as well). For instance: irrespective of the type of parking regime, the number of cars has increased strongly in towns and parking has become ever more difficult. Therefore more people are taking to the bicycle for short local transfers, simply because this is easiest and cheapest. So car parking policy often turns out to be extremely effective bicycle policy. The relative attraction of bicycle and car may be skewed even more towards the bicycle when better facilities for cyclists and parked bicycles are provided at the same time. It is well known that many local authorities actively engaged in this in the nineties. The slight decrease in bicycle use over the period 1991-1998 proves this type of traffic policy/bicycle policy is obviously effective.

However paradoxical this may sound. 
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